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On the cold, dark night of March 9, 1916, Mexican revolutionary Pancho Villa—el jaguar—and
his band of marauders crossed the border and raided the tiny town of Columbus, New Mexico. It
was a vicious surprise attack, ending with corpses piled in the streets and psychological wounds
that would last a lifetime. Suspects were rounded up, trials were held, and a virulent backlash
against persons of Mexican origin erupted. General John “Black Jack” Pershing was told to
assemble a small army, head into Mexico, and get Villa, dead or alive. The last hurrah for the
U.S. cavalry, the “Punitive Expedition” marked America’s first use of armored tanks, airplanes,
and trucks against an enemy. One of the deputies Pershing would choose was a recent West
Point graduate named George Patton.The expedition brought the United States and Mexico to
the brink of war, but it also restored greatness to both prey and predator. More than a classic
account of the war for control of the West, The General and the Jaguar is a brilliant chronicle of
obsession and revenge and a dual portrait of John Pershing and Pancho Villa, two of the
greatest military minds of all time.

“Welsome approaches her subject with a novelistic eye for character and minutiae, devoting as
much care to describing Villa's eyes as she does to his military philosophy. These digressive
flourishes lend a raw humanism to her account of the attack, which plays as a series of horrifying
vignettes and serves as the book's centerpiece.”—Publishers Weekly“Welsome lets the story—
of an attack by foreign forces on U.S. soil, the racial and political turmoil it caused, the expense it
necessitated and the frustration it provoked—tell itself. It's a good story, even if it sounds
painfully familiar.”—Charles Matthews, Houston Chronicle"The General and The Jaguar
explores the volatile issues of nationalism, patriotism, and revolutionary fervor. It also looks at
the dangers of one country sending a military expedition--in pursuit of a presumed, singular
threat to national security--into another hostile, foreign country for the purposes of removing a
menace who has terrorized citizens. It also, by the way, examines the ways in which militarization
of a border can cause unanticipated problems. Yes, Welsome has written brilliantly about an
incident that occurred in the early twentieth century. But The General and The Jaguar seems
strangely relevant to the early twenty-first century. See what you think."—BookLoons“A fast-
moving and engrossing narrative. . . . [Welsome] provides a highly readable and informative
account, which also offers interesting portraits of some key figures in the Mexican Revolution.”—
Booklist“A well-paced narrative account. . . . The skillful manner in which Welsome chronicles
these events should enthrall anyone interested in this period.”—New Mexico
MagazinePublished On: 2008-06-17About the AuthorEileen Welsome is a Pulitzer Prize–winning
journalist. Her first book, The Plutonium Files: America's Secret Medical Experiments in the Cold
War, was the recipient of two PEN awards.
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flyfisher, “slow moving.. It is a recent past piece of history.”

Robert G. Shaver, “Jagar. The narrative presentation of the account of Punitive Expedition across
Northern Mexico in the hunt for Pancho Villa it is very readable account starting with the attack
on Columbus, NM and ending a recap of the people involved John “Black Jack” Pershing,
George Patton, Frank Tompkins, Herbert Slocum, Woodrow Wilson form the U.S. and
Venustiano Carranza, Emiliano Zapata and Pancho Villa. This expedition had several firsts: the
use of motorized transportation i.e. cars, the use of airplanes “The Jenny”. Many of those
involved became leaders in WW1 and WW2.Much of the events of this book seem to be parallel
our involvement with Pakistan and Afghanistan: The land is forbidding, the people are against
our presence, the government is corrupt and the leaders are removed by assassins. The only
difference seems to be we killed Ben Laden, who we were looking for. We exicited Mexico with
our tail between our legs and did not meet our goal. We also promoted those who failed to
capture the one we were after, ended up-paying those who were killed or lost their business,
homes, etc. in Columbus, NM, as we did for the 9/11 people. History seems to repeat is self. We
are again in a no win situation.An interesting side light General John “Black Jack” Pershing
obtained his nick name because he was in charge of a group of Buffalo Soldiers. It was changed
to be more politically correct not “N-Jack”.”

E. C. Morris, “An interesting read for a good recounting of the events leading up to the Villa .... An
interesting read for a good recounting of the events leading up to the Villa raid on Columbus,
NM, and the ensuing pursuit by US Army troops into Mexico. The back story of the Mexican
revolution events leading up to 1916, is briefly, but clearly outlined. Brief biographical sketches
of the major figures, including the victims of the raid, are well presented as well as anecdotal
accounts of their activities leading up the raid. The reader will gain a good understanding of
events, people, and the issues confronting the US troops trying to pursue and capture Villa in a
hostile land, while walking a diplomatic tightrope with the various competing elements of the de
facto revolutionary Mexican government.The book reads much like a novel, flowing smoothing
through the events in a very cogent description of chaotic events. This would be a good
introductory book to the topic, and the reader looking for much more biographic detail and
historical analysis would probably want to follow up with additional reading of more focused
biographies of the various participants.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Non fiction invasion of the United States by a Mexican general. Great
book well written covering a time forgotten in the early west. A Mexican bandit invaded the
United States trying to draw it into war. This bandit is remembered as a folk hero in Mexico
ruthlessly murdered indiscriminatly both sides of the boarder never answering for his actions.
The pursuit by an American Army General puts you there unglamorous cold, hot, hungry, dirty



real life. These men made Mexican and American history in the late 19th early 20th century. The
victims on both sides are present the armies the people are all able to give their stories.
Fascinating true must read to believe an invasion of 20th century western United States.”

turbomax1, “History re-visited. An interesting account of the Columbus NM. Raid. The events
leading to the raid were descriptive and held your attention. The many side stories of individuals
who participated in the hunt for Villa were well told and seemed very objective. For those
serious students of the Mexican Revolution, a MUST read to fill in the gaps of the historic events.”

Sterling Bennett, “The American Incursion to find Pancho Villa. This book reads like a novel. It
explains well the confusion around the anarchic movements of Villa, the Carrancistas under
General Obregon, and Pershing's "punitive expedition" into the state of Chihuahua. Contrary to
myth, Villa did not outfox the Americans. They dogged him, after his traumatic attack on
Columbus, New Mexico in 1916, and almost caught him. Pershing stopped his push because of
over-extended supply lines and the growing resistance of the Carrancista government to the
American presence. Without saying as much, the book shows a moment in history where the
American military and its supporters were tempted to exercise the right of empire and invade the
rest of Mexico. The battle of Carrizal suggests the Americans might have bitten off more than
they could chew if they had done that. The Carranza government, as well as potential guerrilla
fighters all through Mexico, might have risen and struck back as one at American columns. The
book is a fine work of research and tells the story through the eyes of revolutionaries, bandits,
mercenaries, forced Mexican conscripts, and generals and citizens of both countries.”

A. Krikorian, “This isn't about Osama. The General and the Jaguar is an absorbing and
instructive book. It reads like a novel and is hard to put down.The first part of this book provides
an informative survey of the history of Mexican governance in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Here Welsome sets the foundation for next part of the story - the events prior to and following the
raid on Columbus, New Mexico in 1916.She provides an interesting and compelling story of
reprisal and politics that enlightened me regarding US-Mexico relations. She illuminates the
mind-set of men caught up in their own egos while devastating the lives of innocents around
them.The final section of her book ties up the loose ends.The General and the Jaguar is a very
readable composite of a lot of research and data about this part of US history. It provides
information but doesn't push you to conclusions.I highly recommend this to anyone interested in
US history that may have only a cursory understanding of US-Mexico relations.”

James Gallen, “A Flashpoint In American-Mexican Relations. Friction between the United States
and Mexico is a long saga and The General and the Jaguar by Eileen Welsome chronicles a
particular flashpoint in that relationship. The General is John J. Pershing, the Jaguar is Pancho
Villa and the story is the 1916 American invasion of Mexico to capture Villa and to disperse his



followers.A fairly quiescent period in the relationship existed during the 35 years of relative
stability under Mexican President Porfirio Díaz. That peace was shattered after disputed 1910
presidential election spawned a revolt that dispatched the Diaz’ regime. Governmental chaos
during the subsequent three-way civil war was only partially relieved by the victory of Venustiano
Carranza as his vanquished rivals, Emiliano Zapata and Pancho Villa, resorted to guerrilla
warfare. Whereas President Taft adopted a hands-off attitude, his successor was less
restrained. Villa saw the Wilson Administration’s October 1915 recognition of the Carranza
government as a betrayal and vented his wrath against the United States. During a raid on a
train in Northern Mexico, Villa’s men removed 16 Americans from the train, lined them up and
executed them. Tension were heightened when a riot in El Paso involving U. S. Army troops
resulted in injuries to 25 Mexicans.Seeking an accessible target for a retaliatory raid, Villa set his
eyes on Columbus, New Mexico a border town housing four troops of U. S. Army soldiers
(totaling about 240 men). During the trip north Villa killed William Nye Corbet and Ed Wright, two
Americans with whom he had been friendly, and took Wright’s wife, Maud, hostage. The attack
on the sleeping town began at 4 a.m. on March 9, 1916. Swarming into Columbus in four waves,
Villa’s men held the initiative until being driven back by the counterattacking soldiers leaving 67
to 78 Mexicans, eight U. S. soldiers and ten civilians dead.Although President Wilson was
generally peace-loving, he was also a politician who would not risk appearing weak during an
election year. Calls for revenge left him no choice but to authorize a punitive expedition. After
weighing options up to and including an all-out invasion of Mexico (as his predecessor, James
Polk, had done almost 70 years before), the Administration promised that “An adequate force will
be sent at once in pursuit of Villa with the object of capturing him and putting a stop to his
forays. This can and will be done in entirely friendly aid of the constituted authorities in Mexico
and with scrupulous respect for the sovereignty of that Republic.” (p. 158)Some officers of the
Punitive Expedition had been seasoned in the Spanish American War and Philippine
insurrection. Many, including its commander Black Jack Pershing and his aide George S.
Patton, would go on to high command in the World Wars to follow.The American force of infantry
and cavalry, trucks and reconnaissance aircraft began their 500-mile journey in search of Villa
and his band on March 15. As would happen to Twenty-first Century American warriors in
Islamic lands Rough terrain, cold weather, and local resistance kept the Jaguar out of reach.
Torn between a shared distaste for Villa and the need to defend Mexican honor, the Carranza
government denied the American’s permission to use Mexican railways. Battles with Villistas at
Parral on April 12 and Government forces at Carrizal on June 21 demonstrated the challenges of
pursuit and the dangers of mission creep as the Expedition plunged deeper into Mexico. By
February 5, 1917 the Americans returned to New Mexico with Villa weakened but not
apprehended. Mexican resentment over the execution of seven captured Columbus raiders was
doused by subsequent verdicts of not guilty and executive clemency.The Mexican-American
hostilities provided a pressure point that Germany attempted to exploit in order to keep the
United States out of the Great War then raging in Europe. Against this background the



otherwise seemingly ludicrous Zimmerman Telegram offering German assistance to Mexico to
regain its lost territories in the American Southwest seems to be a much less Quixotic quest. The
book itself is well written and holds the reader’s interest. Author Eileen Welsome draws on
various sources, including the memories of hostage Maud Wright. Welsome displays a talent of
keeping the characters straight, even for readers unfamiliar with Mexican history. The General
and the Jaguar is a worthwhile read for anyone with an interest in the complexity of issues
influencing America- Mexican relations and America’s entry into the World War I.”

Marcus Cann, “Five Stars. A very detailed, and highly entertaining story of a passionate and
historical figure.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 191 people have provided feedback.
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